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Resolution #5 

 
Resolution Calling on the State to help Counties and Local Governments 

Reduce Local Taxes by Prohibiting Cost Shifts and New Costs to Counties, 
and Taking More Fiscal Responsibility for State Health, Human Service, 

and Public Safety Programs 

 
WHEREAS, counties have long used shared services and functional consolidation as a 

primary tool in improving local government efficiency; and 

 
WHEREAS, over the last several years the State has endorsed a variety of shared 

services initiatives to encourage more consolidation and service sharing at the local 

level; and 

 
WHEREAS, since 2011, the State has enacted a series of laws requiring local 

governments to reduce property tax increases and find new opportunities to share 

services and reduce costs at the local level; and 

 
WHEREAS, these laws included the property tax cap enacted in 2011, the Government 

Efficiency Program enacted in 2014, and the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative 

enacted in 2017; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2015, 48 counties submitted Government Efficiency Plans with annual 

savings at more than $290 million for a three-year total of $882 million from 1,303 

different projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the 2017-18 State Budget, the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative 

called for county leaders to take the lead in convening and developing new shared 

services and consolation proposals designed to reduce the burden of local property 

taxes; and 

 
WHEREAS, as part of this law, 34 counties submitted 389 proposals that identified 

$208 million in projected savings in 2018, $75 million in 2019 and $76.1 million in 

2020; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2018, remaining counties will convene county-wide shared service 

panels in compliance with the law; and 



WHEREAS, in 2018, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo proposed that state funding for 

local government performance aid will now be conditional on the continuation of 

shared services panels; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties are committed to the pursuit of achieving greater efficiencies 

through shared services and are concerned about overly prescriptive state mandates 

that intrude upon local home rule authority guaranteed under the state constitution; 

and 

 
WHEREAS, these state-enacted laws requiring counties and local governments to 

reduce costs do not recognize the state’s role in driving up local costs, including the 

programs it mandates counties to deliver and fund, and the policies and regulations 

that it requires all local governments and school districts to follow. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association 

of Counties (NYSAC) hereby calls on the state to help counties and local 

governments reduce local property taxes by constitutionally prohibiting all new 

costs to local governments, taking more fiscal responsibility for state health, 

human service, and public safety programs delivered by counties, reducing or 

reforming state mandated programs, and increasing flexibility on various 

regulations required of local governments; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, counties support incentives to facilitate shared 

services such as making state matching funds permanent and providing seed funding 

to help counties develop and evaluate complex shared services proposals; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to maximize benefits for property taxpayers, schools 

and fire districts should be included in these shared services incentive programs; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed 

necessary and proper. 

 


